
(b) during Exposition, the Masses of the Office of the day are said in 
violet vestments, and not at the altar of Exposition. 

352. On 2nd February, Ash Wednesday, and II Sunday of Passiontide or 
Palm Sunday, if the blessing of the candles, or the ashes or palms 
respectively is to take place, then the Blessed Sacrament, which had been 
exposed for the adoration of the Forty Hours, should, during the blessing 
and procession or imposition of the ashes, be either transferred to another 
altar where the adoration can be continued without detriment to the piety of 
the faithful, or deposed and the adoration resumed when the blessing and 
procession or imposition of the ashes together with its Mass is finished. This 
same course of action should also be followed on All Souls' Day for the 
principal Mass of the day and the absolution which follows.  
353. The Mass of Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament for public adoration 
for a day may be the Mass of the most holy Sacrament of the Eucharist said 
as a votive Mass II class. 
354. The Mass of Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament for public adoration 
lasting only a few hours is the Mass of the day, without a commemoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament. 
On those days, however, on which votive Masses IV class are allowed, it is 
more fitting that the Mass of the most holy Sacrament of the Eucharist be 
said. 

355. In Masses which are said by indult at the altar of Exposition during the 
adoration, the prayer of the most holy Sacrament of the Eucharist is added 
under the one conclusion, so long as it is not a Sunday, or an Office, Mass or 
commemoration of Christ our Lord. 

V -Votive Masses for the external solemnity of feasts 

356. By the external solemnity of any feast is meant the celebration of the 
feast itself without the Office, for the good of the faithful, either on the day 
on which the feast is impeded, or on a Sunday when the feast occurs during 
the week, or on any other determined day. 
357. The external solemnity of any feast either belongs to it by law itself, or is 
granted by a special indult. 
358. The external solemnity belongs by law only:  
 

(a)  The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus;  
(b)  Our Lady of the Rosary, on the first Sunday in October;  
(c)  The Purification of the B.V.M, if with the permission of the 

Holy See, the liturgy proper to that feast is transferred to the 
Sunday. This applies only to the Mass which follows the 
blessing and procession of candles; 

(d)  The duly constituted principal Patron of a nation, region, 
ecclesiastical or civil province, diocese, place, town or city;  

(e)  The duly constituted principal Patron of an Order or 
Congregation or one of its provinces;  

(f)  The duly constituted Patrons of assemblies or religious 
institutions, in those churches or oratories where the faithful 
gather to celebrate that Patron; 

(g)  The anniversary of the Dedication of a church, and its feast 
of Title;  

(h)  The feast of Title and the feast of the canonised Founder of 
an Order or Congregation;  

(i)  Feasts or commemorations occurring in the calendar of the 
universal Church or in particular calendars where these have 
particular popular support, as determined by the Ordinary. 

359. The external solemnity which belongs by law and not otherwise 
provided for in n. 358 above, as it does for some external solemnities, 
may take place either on the very day on which the feast is impeded or 
on the Sunday immediately before or immediately after the office of 
the impeded feast, or on another day to be determined by the 
Ordinary, in accordance with the rubrics. 
If it is granted by special indult, then the external solemnity is to take 
place on the appointed day. 

(Nn. 358 and 359 amended by SCR, 2 January 1962, AAS 54 1962, 51-52) 

360. On the day of the external solemnity of some feast, one sung 
Mass of the feast may be celebrated and one low Mass, or two low 
Masses, as votive Masses II class, the exception being as provided in n. 
358 c  

361. External solemnities which have been previously granted by 
special indult to particular dioceses, churches or religious families still 
remain in force, with the restriction, however, that they are forbidden 
on liturgical days I class, and more than two Masses of the same 
solemnity may never be celebrated. 
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